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scruple to acknowledge that his sentiments had no
weight when contrary to those of the Queen."

One of the most striking things about her at this
time was her ability to restrain her firmness when this
seemed wise. She knew when to cease ordering her
elderly ministers about, when to become again a gracious
and apparently yielding young woman. Soon she was
known, as a contemporary points out, " for her affability
of manners, which had seldom been seen in her ancestors,
and by which she gained the hearts of her subjects>
without diminishing her dignity."

Instead of showing disfavour to the men at Court
who were, or had been, obviously antagonistic to Francis,
she was particularly charming to them. Though
politically she was later a very vindictive woman, she
never had a childish desire to revenge herself for their
unkindnes's. She disarmed her husband's enemies by
her consistent graciousness. She had suddenly become
his protector.

There was no one to shield her. The day after her
father's death, when she attended a private session of
the Council of Ministers for the first time in her life,
she had to be chivalrous towards the six aged men before
her. The ministers were very old. The youngest was
over sixty; Count Starhemberg, her Finance Minister,
was seventy-seven; and Sinzendorff, her Chancellor, had
been in the service of the Habsburgs since the time of
her grandfather, Leopold I. Her ministers were sly
and disagreeable old men. Some of them were dishonest.
Sinzendorff was known to have accepted bribes. For
supporting Francis's candidature as her husband, for
instance, he had received huge sums from the old Duke
of Lorraine.

Maria Theresa relieved her ministers at once by